THE GREEK SITUATION, DECEMBER 27, 1944

discussions proceeded between the Greeks alone for a long time,,
as a result of which they met again. They are now meeting at the
Greek Foreign Office.

I do not know exactly what results they will reach. I have had
only some partial accounts of what has happened. I cannot tell
what has happened, because I do not know, which is a very good
reason. But I hope to know before this evening is out what has
happened, more or less. Perhaps it will be prolonged till to-morrow,
but I am hoping that we shall see our way clear to-night.

We are absolutely determined that the whole of this built-up area
must be cleared of armed persons not under the control of any recog-
nized Government, and that a sufficient area all around must be cleared.
We shall use whatever force is necessary to obtain that object. Then
we must hope that some good sense will come to this tortured people,
that they will see that there is some purpose in working together,
in giving Greece a chance to regain the glories which she won in re-
pulsing the attack of Italy, and that she must take her place among
the United Nations instead of being a society without integration or
formation of any kind as she is at present, torn to pieces by passions,
jealousies and rivalries to an extent most painful to those who wish
her well.

I think that I ought to set before you the very simple reasons which
led the Foreign Secretary and me to come at a time when everything
is not entirely quiet in Belgium and on the frontiers of Germany, and
to see if we could get started some sensible settlement which could
easily be reached in any country where people did not feel their politics
so intensely that they might ruin themselves thereby. We have
done our best to bring them together to abridge the fighting and the
misery.

The Prime Minister then answered the following questions put to him by Press
representatives:

Question. Is there any question of an amnesty for the E.L.A.S.
leaders ?

Obviously, if there is a cessation of fighting there ought not to be
a proscription either way.

Question. Can you suggest what might happen if no agreement is
reached ?

If no agreement is reached the guns will go on firing as they are
now, the troops will clear this area, we shall establish security and
peace and order in Attica. As to whether there could then be some
vote taken in the area which would be liberated from disorders and
perils of every kind, that would be a matter to be studied. Of course,